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Motherhood and Labor Market Penalty: A Study on Indian Labor Market

In this paper, using panel data from the
Indian Human Development Survey
(IHDS), we estimate the extent of the
“motherhood penalty” in the Indian labor
market. Employing various measures of
motherhood, we find that labor market
outcomes—such as wages and
employment—are negatively asso-
ciated  with motherhood. This effect is
most pronounced when we use fertility
shock as the measure of motherhood,
defined as the difference between the
actual and desired number of children.
We provide a theoretical framework to
explain why fertility shock, rather than
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the actual number of children, imposes a greater labor market penalty on mothers. Additionally,
we examine how the magnitude of the motherhood penalty varies across different cultural
norms, family structures, regions, and workplace settings, and we find considerable
heterogeneity. Our results are robust to alternative definitions of motherhood.



Read More

Table 1: Baseline regression with Fertility shock as measure of motherhood
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Examining wage inequality among women in India: A multidimensional
analysis of socio-economic disparities
Anam Pandoh & Ashish Singh

This study uses nationally representative
data from the Indian Human
Development Survey (IHDS) rounds I
(2004–05) and II (2011–12) to examine
the extent and evolution of wage
inequality among women in India.
Employing both the Gini index and Mean
Log Deviation (MLD), we decompose
wage disparities into within-group
(vertical) and between-group (horizontal)
components based on caste, religion,
rural-urban residence, and region. We
find that overall wage inequality among
women is very high (~60%) and has
increased over time, driven predominan-

Table 2: Wage Inequality (based on Gini coefficient) among women in India for IHDS-1 and IHDS-2

tly by rising within-group disparities. Particularly stark inequalities are observed across caste
and location, with SC/ST and Muslim women consistently earning lower wages. Urban
women, while earning higher average wages, also experience higher inequality.
Geographically, there are vast inter-regional disparities, with the regions of Central and East
having lower wages but higher inequalities. Our analysis underscores the critical need for
disaggregated and intersectional approaches in addressing wage inequality among women in
India.
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interviews were completed in 2004-05; Data is publicly available via ICPSR. The second round re-
interviewed most of these households in 2011-12 (N=42,152) and data for the same is available via ICPSR.
Fieldwork for IHDS 3 was undertaken in 2022-24 and data is currently being cleaned and processed.
 
IHDS 3 has been jointly conducted by researchers from the University of Maryland, the National Council of
Applied Economic Research, Indiana University and University of Michigan.
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