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Acquisition of disability after age 50 following extreme urban

coastal flooding events in India
-Michael S. Rendall

Extreme climate events are
infrequently considered for older
individuals’ health and wellbeing in
low and middle income countries.
The world’s first and fourth largest
urban populations exposed to
extreme coastal flooding are in India
(Mumbai and Kolkata). These and
the next largest of India’s coastal
cities, Chennai and Surat, each
experienced an extreme flood event
in the years 2005-2007 that was
either unprecedented in recorded
meteorological history (Mumbai and
Chennai) or whose magnitude ' ;
exceeded any in the last 30 and 40 years (Kolkata and Surat). Panel data collected before
these events (2004-2005), and collected again approximately seven years later (2011-2012),
are used for individuals aged 50 years and over. Acquisition of any disability condition between
2004-2005 and 2011-2012 in these four large coastal cities is compared to all India’s urban
areas, and to India’s five inland cities (Delhi, Bengaluru, Hyderabad, Ahmedabad, and Pune)
whose population sizes were between those of the four exposed coastal cities of the study.

Figure: Percentage of adults aged 50+ who acquired disability in 2011-12 by city category
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Residing in a coastal city that experienced an extreme flood event was associated with 66%
higher odds of acquiring disability (OR 1.66; 95% Cl:1.21, 2.27) relative to residing in an
equivalent-sized inland city. Being older, female, unmarried, in a single-generation household,
and having a chronic morbidity condition had positive associations with disability acquisition,
but only older age had a magnitude of association exceeding that for living in a coastal city
which experienced an extreme flood event.
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The effect of the Mid-Day Meal programme on the longitudinal

physical growth from childhood to adolescence in India
-Shivani Gharge, Dimitris Vlachopoulos, Annie M. Skinner, Craig A. Williams,
Raquel Revuelta Iniesta, Sayeed Unisa

School feeding programmes have a
critical role in the overall growth patterns
among children and adolescents. The
Mid Day Meal (MDM) scheme is the
world’s largest  school feeding
programme that provides one free
cooked meal to primary and upper
primary school- children in India. This
study aims to examine the effect of
MDM programme on the changes in the
underweight prevalence among school-
children in India. The authors utilised
data from the Indian Human
Development Survey (IHDS), Rounds 1
\ (2004-05) and 2 (2011-12).

The sample included individual-level information of children aged 6 to 9 years in IHDS-1, who
then turned 13 to 16 years in IHDS-2. The sample was categorised into the following four
groups based on their MDM consumption history: Group 1: no MDM support in IHDS-1 and
IHDS-2, Group 2: MDM support in IHDS-1, Group 3: MDM support in IHDS-2, and Group 4:
persistent MDM support in IHDS-1 and IHDS-2). The dependent variable was ‘underweight
status’, as defined by the World Health Organisation Child Growth Standards Body Mass Index
for age (BMI Z-score) < -2 SD of the median. The authors examined the prevalence of
underweight and established associations between ‘underweight status’ and socio-
demographic characteristics. The authors also assessed the strength of the association of
socio-demographic characteristics and MDM consumption patterns with underweight status
across poor and non-poor asset groups.

The findings suggest that early and persistent MDM support among respondents reduced the
likelihood of low BMI Z-scores as compared to those without MDM support. Respondents from
the poor asset group who received MDM support in at least one of the two survey rounds had
higher odds of being underweight in comparison with those who did not receive MDM support
at all. Girls and adolescents residing in the Eastern region of India were less likely to be
underweight. The study shows that the MDM programme was effective in reducing the
incidence of being underweight among school- children. However, continuous programme
upscaling with a special focus on children from poor households will significantly benefit India’s
school-aged children.


https://www.popcenter.umd.edu/mprc-associates/mrendall

Children aged 6 to 9 years in IHDS 1, who then
turned 13 -16 years during IHDS 2 interview
N =10,652

Currently attending Government, Government
aided, EGS School and Madrassa
N = 8,927

Excluded students
currently attending

Data on Height and private schools or not
Weight collected enrolled in schools
N = 3,199 N = 5,728

Group 1: No MDM Group 2: MDM Group 3: MDM Group 4: MDM
support at IHDS-1 support at IHDS-1 support at IHDS-2 support at both
and IHDS- 2 only only IHDS-1 & IHDS- 2
N =554 N=1,128 N =193 N =494
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Data Quality Monitoring in a Digital World: IHDS 3 Feedback Meeting

-Debasis Barik, Dinesh Kumar Tiwari

Digital data collection allows us to visualise the survey and associated process data almost in
real time. Process data or paradata comprise real- time recording of the survey process,
including the time taken to complete the interview, keystroke entry and data correction,
skipping of specific sections, whether consent was taken for recording, whether GPS
information was collected, and who responded to the interview, among other things. This has
reduced the erstwhile reliance on physical monitoring in the field, where the supervisors used
to check the filled-in hardcopy questionnaires and inform the interviewers about the mistakes
they had made. With digital data collection, centralised monitoring has overtaken a major part
of quality control.

In IHDS- 3, we are monitoring interviewers to check whether they are rushing through
interviews, or asking questions appropriately, and also assessing the location in which
questionnaire was filled. Then, a dedicated back-end team carefully listens to the audio
recordings of interviews of those interviewers. This information is used in weekly/fortnightly
Zoom meetings with interviewers to provide feedback/clarifications. We have also appointed a
few field supervisors, who monitor the quality of interviews in the field itself and report the
mistakes to our Delhi team. Interviewers, who make diligent efforts to collect high-quality data
are provided cash prizes during these feedback meetings. This boosts the interviewers'
morale and incentivises them to collect good-quality data in addition to clarifying any doubts in
their minds.
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About IHDS

The India Human Development Survey (IHDS) is a nationally representative, multi topic survey of 41,554
households in 1503 villages and 971 urban neighborhoods across India. The first round of interviews were
completed in 2004-05; Data is publicly available through ICPSR. A second round of re-interviewed most of
these households in 2011-12 (N=42,152) and data for the same can be found via ICPSR. IHDS 3 is
currently in progress with field work and data compilation.

IHDS 3 has been jointly organised by researchers from the University of Maryland, the National Council of
Applied Economic Research, Indiana University and University of Michigan. Funding for the second round
of of this survey is provided by the National Institutes of Health, grants RO1HD041455 and RO1HD061048.
Additional funding is provided by the Ford Foundation, IDRC and DFID.
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