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Poverty and Deprivation in India 

Divergence between Consumption and 

Asset-based Estimates 
 

 

By Debosree Banerjee 

 

  

 

Consumption expenditure has been widely used in India to estimate poverty. It 

has recently been argued that these estimates have several weaknesses and 

an asset-based index is a better indicator of deprivation. Building on the asset-

based indicator developed earlier, this paper estimates deprivation in India. 

Using data from the India Human Development Survey (IHDS), Rounds I and II, 

it looks at two specific aspects of deprivation: (i) Region- and time-wise 

variations in deprivation in terms of absolute and relative deprivation, and (ii) 

The difference between deprivation and consumption-based poverty. The 

results suggest that there is a difference in the regional ranking of poverty 

depending upon whether to consider the immediate consumption expenditure 

or the longer-term picture of vulnerability provided by the asset-based indicator 

of deprivation.  
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Debosree Banerjee is an Assistant Professor at the National Institute of Advanced 

Studies, India. She holds a PhD in Economics from the University of Goettingen, 

Germany. Her research interests lie in the broad areas of human development and 

inequalities in India. Her work aims at integrating perspectives from the field and 

theories in social sciences to understand the interconnections and identify the areas 

where theories fail to explain real-life situations for more effective policy formulations. 

Currently, she is affiliated with the Inequality and Human Development Programme 

at NIAS. The aim of the programme is to develop policy options based on a multi-

disciplinary conceptualisation of inequality and farmers' suicides in India, and to 

contribute to public discourse to enable more informed policy choices.  
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By Manali Joshi 

 

 

Technology access has the power to transform women’s empowerment and 

increase economic development across the world. This thesis analyses the 

impact of State-level technology access on women’s empowerment in India. 

The author assesses whether increased state technology levels, measured by 

mobile phone access, increase urban women’s education levels, household 

income levels, and women’s decision-making power. The data in the paper is 

sourced from two rounds of the India Human Development Survey (IHDS), 

conducted in 2004-05 and 2011-12, as well as The Telecom Statistics of India, 

which measures telecom subscriber rates in each State. The paper uses a 

linear regression model to measure education and income levels and a probit 

regression model to assess women’s decision-making power, measured 

through their purchase power, if they have a bank account, and if their name is 

on homeownership or rental papers. This model controls for women’s age, 

caste, religion, and household size, and the results show that State-level 

technology access has a limited impact on women’s empowerment. 

Technology access has the largest positive impact on women having a bank 

account. These findings are essential to better understand how generalised and 

universal technology access does not affect women significantly, and that 

targeted, gender-based technology provisions should be employed instead.  
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Manali Joshi is currently pursuing her Master’s in Public Affairs at Brown University. 

She recently earned her Bachelor's degree in Politics and Economics from Scripps 

College, where she focused on studying Asian and Asian-American issues. Through 

her work with USAID, she has developed research and programmatic policies to 

tackle the gender digital divide in South Asia. She is currently supporting the Global 

Coalition to Protect Education from Attack, where she collects data on and analyses 

attacks on education in countries in South Asia, the Middle East, and Africa. She 

hopes to continue working at the intersection of development and gender issues, 

utilising data-based policy.  
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OP-ED FROM ANUPMA 

MEHTA: “Will raising the 

marriageable age for women to 21 

improve gender outcomes?” The 

Economics Times, December 24, 

2021. Link.  

 

OP-ED FROM K.S. JAMES AND U.S. 

MISHRA: “Reading sex ratio trends in 

NFHS-5 data”, The Indian Express, 

December 20, 2021. Link.  
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Please visit our updated IHDS website 

for all your IHDS related questions: 

ihds.umd.edu  

 

 

 
 

  

https://umd.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=06f390698bd2711d379e5dcf4&id=90e9754391&e=9876d5e056


 

 

 
 

 
 

   

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

    

 
 

 

Copyright © 2020, India Human Development Survey. All rights reserved. 

 

Our mailing address is: 

3104 Parren J. Mitchell Art Sociology Bldg. 

University of Maryland 

 

https://umd.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=06f390698bd2711d379e5dcf4&id=88b40bdae6&e=9876d5e056
https://umd.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=06f390698bd2711d379e5dcf4&id=c6f0272835&e=9876d5e056
https://umd.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=06f390698bd2711d379e5dcf4&id=7b48040154&e=9876d5e056
https://umd.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=06f390698bd2711d379e5dcf4&id=dc22f0e28d&e=9876d5e056


College Park, MD  20738 

ihdsinfo@gmail.com 

 

Want to change how you receive these emails? 

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list. 

 

Thank you for your support.  

   

 

 
 

mailto:ihdsinfo@gmail.com
https://umd.us4.list-manage.com/profile?u=06f390698bd2711d379e5dcf4&id=0d69aebd88&e=9876d5e056&c=644e09cf64
https://umd.us4.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=06f390698bd2711d379e5dcf4&id=0d69aebd88&e=9876d5e056&c=644e09cf64

