
India needs a strategy to overcome the learning deficiencies induced by school closures due to Covid
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udge ta ry re sp o n se to th e

C o v id -1 9 p an d em ic h as fo -

cu sed o n in c reased h ea lth

ex p en d itu re w h ile red u -

c in g ed u ca tio n a l e x p en d i-

tu re . H ow ev e r , a s In d ia em e rg es f rom

C ov id -g en e ra ted fo g , u n le ss w e w an t

to see a lo s t g en e ra t io n o f s tu d en ts ,

w e w il l n eed to p lan a s tra teg y fo r

o v e rcom in g th e lea rn in g d e f ic ien c i-

e s in d u ced b y sch o o l c lo su res o f th e

p as t y ea r .

I t is im po r tan t to assess th e ex ten t

o f th e ed u ca tio n a l d is ru p t io n . D e lh i

C o ro n av iru s T e lep h o n e S u rv ey W a -

v e 4 (D C V T S -4 ) , c o n d u c ted b e tw een

D ecem be r 2 3 , 2 0 2 0 , an d Jan u a ry 4 ,

2 0 2 1 , o f fe rs som e in s ig h ts . D C V T S -4

co l le c ted d a ta o n 1 ,5 3 0ch i ld ren in th e

6 -1 4 y ea rs ca teg o ry o n th e ex ten t o f

th e d is ru p tio n s in sch o o l in g an d le -

a rn in g . T h ree fm d in g s f rom th is su r-

v ey a re p e r t in en t fo r d es ig n in g e f fe c -

t iv e rem ed ie s .

F irs t, i t fo u n d th a tab o u t8% o f th e

ch i ld ren , a m a jo r i ty o f w h om w e re 6

o r 7 , w e re u n ab le to en ro l d u e to sch o -

o ls b e in g c lo sed . W h ile p u b l ic d isco -

u rse h as b een co n ce rn ed ab o u t d ro p -

p in g o u t, d e la y ed en ro lm en t h as re -

ce iv ed l i t t le a tten t io n . W hen sch o o ls

reo p en , th ese ch i ld ren w ou ld b e in

b e tw een sch o o ls . H ow shou ld th e ir

adm iss io n s b e h an d led ?

F o l low in g th e 'n o -d e ten tio n ' p o l i-

c y a r t ic u la ted in th e R ig h t to E du ca -

gg le
t io n A c t, sh o u ld th ey b e en ro l le d in to

g rad es th ey w ou ld h av e a tten d ed

n o rm a lly h ad th e re b een n o pande -

m ic in 2 0 2 0 ? O r sh o u ld th ey b e h e ld

b ack in g rad es th ey w ou ld h av e en -

ro l le d a t th e b eg in n in g o f th e acad e -

m ic y ea r 2 0 2 0 ?

W ha tev e r o p tio n is ch o sen , ap p ro -

p r ia te a tten t io n m u s t b e g iv en to th is

g ro u p o f ch i ld ren to co p e w ith th e le -

a rn in g d is ru p tio n th ey fa ced d u r in g

th e p an d em ic . O f sp ec ia l c o n ce rn

a re y o u n g ch i ld ren , g iv en th a t sc ien -

t i f ic re sea rch h ig h l ig h ts th e fo u n d a -

t io n a l an d /o r lo n g - te rm im po r tan ce

o f ea r ly y ea rs o f sch o o l in g fo r th e

o v e ra l l d ev e lo pm en t o f th e ch i ld .

S eco n d , D C V T S -4 fo u n d th a t e v en

in a re la t iv e ly p ro sp e ro u s reg io n l ik e

D e lh i-N C R (N a tio n a l C ap ita l R e -

g io n ) , ab o u tl8% o f ch i ld ren rece iv ed

n o ed u ca tio n a l in p u ts f rom th e sch o -

o l. P r iv a te tu to r in g f i l le d th e n ich e

fo r a sm a ll p e rcen t. B u t ab o u t 1 2% o f

s tu d en ts s t i l l d id n o t h av e access e it-

h e r to th e reso u rces p ro v id ed b y th e

sch o o l o r p r iv a te tu it io n s to h e lp

w ith fo rm a l lea rn in g .

Writing on theScreen
W h ile sch o o ls m ade an e f fo r t to p ro -

v id e b len d ed lea rn in g th ro u g h a v a -

r ie ty o f teach in g m e th o d s - in c lu -

d in g l iv e o n l in e c la sses tau g h t b y

sch o o l teach e rs (6 3% ), p ro v id in g re -

co rd ed le c tu re s o r o n l in e ed u ca tio -

n a l/ le a rn in g v id eo s b y teach e rs

(6 9% ), p ro v is io n o f lea rn in gm a te r i-

a ls to s tu d en ts (6 8% ) an d assess in g

th em th ro u g h h om ew o rk , a ss ig n -

m en ts o r p ro je c ts (7 3% ) - th e re a re

su b s tan tia l so c io eco n om ic in eq u a l i-

t ie s in s tu d en ts re ce iv in g an y in p u ts

f rom sch o o l w ith 4 7% o f th e p o o res t
ch i ld ren b e in g le f t o u t.

T h ird , d ig i ta l in eq u a l i ty - b o th in

th e sch o o ls ch i ld ren a tten d an d in

h o u seh o ld s ' in te rn e t an d d ev ice ac -

cess - h as m ean t th a t a ccess to o n l i-

As schools reopen, instead of business as usual,
. it may make sense to start with intensive remedial
classes, particularly in rural areas
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S ti l l P o tte r in g ab o u t

n e lea rn in g is m ed ia ted th ro u g h th e

so c io eco n om ic b ack g ro u n d o f ch i ld -

ren . In th e ab sen ce o f fo rm a l fa ce - to -

fa ce teach in g , l iv e o n l in e in s tru c t io n

b y teach e rs u s in g v a r io u s d ig ita l

p la tfo rm s is , p e rh ap s , th e b es t su b -

s t i tu te . H ow ev e r , su b s tan tia l in eq u a -

l i ty in access to o n l in e lea rn in g h as

m ean t th a t u rb an ch i ld ren (7 5 % ) an d

th o se f rom r ic h b eu seh o ld s t 'r l % ) w e -

re m o re l ik e ly to h av e p a r t ic ip a ted in

th is fo rm o f rem o te lea rn in g th an

ru ra l c h i ld ren (5 5% ) an d from poo r

h o u seh o ld s (5 5% ).

L ack o f a ccess to a d ev ice is th e

m os t com m on ly c ited reaso n fo r n o t

p a r t ic ip a t in g in o n l in e lea rn in g .

T h e d if fe ren ce b e tw een go v e rnm en t

an d p r iv a te sch o o ls in p ro v id in g o n -

l in e in s tru c t io n ap p ea rs m u ted in

D e lh i-N C R , p a r t ic u la r ly w hen com -

p a red to th e u rb an -ru ra l d iv id e . B u t

th is m ay n o t b e rep resen ta t iv e o f a

n a tio nw id e tren d .

A s sch o o ls reo p en , in s tead o f b u s i-

n ess as u su a l, i t m ay m ake sen se to

s ta r t w ith in ten s iv e rem ed ia l c la s -

ses , p a r t ic u la r ly in ru ra l a reas . R a t-

h e r th an fo cu s in g o n th e com p le t io n

o f th e sy l la b u s , i t m ay b e m o re b en e -

f ic ia l , p a r t ic u la r ly fo r ch i ld ren in th e

6 -1 4ag e g ro u p , to g a in m as te ry o v e r

ag e -ap p ro p r ia te fo u n d a tio n a l sk i l ls

su ch a read in g an d a r i thm e tic .

T h e s i lv e r l in in g in th is c lo u d m ay

be th a t th is sh o r t- te rm , in ten s iv e fo -

cu s o n fo u n d a tio n a l sk i l ls m ay a l low

u s to b r id g e in eq u a l i t ie s th a t h av e

p lag u ed o u r p re -p an d em ic sch o o ls .

A Lesson Learnt
T he A nnua l S ta tu s o f E d u ca tio n R e -

p o r t (A SE R ) su rv ey s h av e sh ow n

th a t a s ig n if ic an t p ro p o r t io n o f ch i ld -

ren la c k b as ic read in g an d a r i thm e -

t ic sk i l ls . T h e u n p reced en ted s itu a -

t io n c rea ted b y th e p an d em ic can ,

th u s , b e u sed as an o p po r tu n ity to

ad d ress th is lea rn in g c r is is in th e co -

u n try , en su r in g 'le a rn in g fo r a l l '.

T h e re is p r io r e v id en ce th a t in ten -

s iv e in te rv en tio n s , su ch as th o se d o -

n e b y th e ed u ca tio n a l N G O P ra th am ,

can su b s tan tia l ly im p ro v e lea rn in g

o u tcom es . I t m ay m ake sen se to m a -

k e u se o f th is c r is is to im p ro v e o u r le -

a rn in g o u tcom es b y s ta r t in g w ith in -

ten s iv e p ro g ram m es des ig n ed to c re -

a te a le v e l p la y in g f ie ld . T h is m ay re -

q u ire in c reases in ed u ca tio n a l

e x p en d itu re , an issu e n o t re co g n ised

b y th e cu rren t b u d g e t.
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